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IN-PERSON: Doors open at 6:30 p.m., meeting starts 7 p.m., at the Rockmosa Older Adult O 
Centre (Library building) at 121 Rockmosa Street (near corner Christie Street and Main Street), N 
North Wellington Road 27, Rockwood, On. NoB 2Ko. 


SAVE THE WEDNESDAY DATE 


NO MEETINGS January and February Cc 

=) September 6, 2023: IN-PERSON ONLY < O 
I 

Scott Douglas, NEW Curator of the Saint N 


Eligius Numismatic Museum 
’ NEXT MEETING ‘ 


Important Notice: Our meeting room and multi-media system are not conducive to an effective 
hybrid in-person and zoom meeting; therefore, all meetings commencing with our September 
7th, 2022, meeting, will be IN-PERSON only! We are sorry for any inconvenience this may cause 
any remote members. 


Future meeting dates: September 6, October 4t, November 1st, December 6t; 2024— March 
6th, April 3", May 1st, June 5th, July 34, etc. 
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Visit us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/swcoinsociety 


https://www.southwellingtoncoinsociety.ca/ 
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South Wellington Coin Society wring Aberfoyle, Aikensill, Alma, Arius, Arkell, Avmatrong Mill, Arthur, Badenoch, Ballnafad, Birge Wille, 


2023 Annual Membership Dues: Guelph Saturday Coin Show 
ae 2023-September 23"4 VOLUNTEERS 
Junior (14 to age 18) $5 NEEDED, CONTACT MIKE 
Under 14 Free 


SWCS has NEVER increased annual dues! SWCS EXECI ITIVE 


Term of Office: July 1, 2021—June 30, 2024 (3 yrs.) 


Board of Directors (elected) 
Chairman / Director: Scott E. Douglas, 


Directors: Peter Becker, Ernie Blair, David Carpenter, 


\ e. Garry George, Lowell Wierstra 
Ne: — Officers (elected) 
SS 2 5 ‘ [President & VPs are key holders] 


President-Membership-Treasurer: Scott Douglas, 
sdouglas333@gmail.com, 519-853-3812 


lS a ; © ist Vice-President: Mike Hollingshead, FONA, 
fi: 4 Pr ; a 73 cholling@uoguelph.ca, 519-823-2646 


<ON COy, . 
r) IN 
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2nd Vice-President: Ernie Blair, 
elholdings795 @gmail.com, 

519-919-5421 (cell) / 905-878-3003 (land) 
Secretary: Judy Blackman, YCCC1985@gmail.com 
Other Non-Elected IMPORTANT Club Roles 
Newsletter / Flyer Distribution: Linda Dorey-Blair 
ALL Multi-Media Needs & Photographer: anybody 


ALL Draws and Membership Meeting Notes: 
Mike Hollingshead / Scott Douglas 


Show Bourse: Mike Hollingshead and Lowell Wierstra 


Social Media Presence / Technology: David Carpenter 
Social Media Show Advertising: Andrew Fedora 


Auction Chairperson: Lowell Wierstra 


Auctioneers: Mike Hollingshead and Scott Douglas 
Auction Runners: available executive and other members. 


Meeting Room Set-up and Clean-up: 
All members present 


Ow 


Palmerston, Petherton, Pilkingtan, Puslineh, Pusineh Lake, Risexstan, Roekeut, Rockwood, Rathsay, Callgate, West Gawafeace, 
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Tah 2922 0 
Membership-Treasurer Contact: 
Scott Douglas, SWCS Membership-Treasurer 
273 Mill St. E., Acton, On. L7J 1J7, 

Ph: (519) 853-3812, 
E-mail: sdouglas333@gmail.com 
etransfer payments accepted 


Newsletter Editor 


E-mail: YCCC1985@gmail.com 


Send pictures in jpg, files in doc, xls, 
pdf, wpd, or email body. Submissions 
due by 10th of the month. 
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GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY 
FOR 
SWCS MEMBERS ONLY! 


by Mike Hollingshead, SWCS First Vice President 


SWCS Club Inventory includes 
two RCM Proof $100 FV, 22ct, 
91.76%, Y2-troy ounce GOLD 
coins for sale to the FIRST 
available purchaser: 


1976 Montréal XXI Olympiad | 
KM#116 (no beads, not to be * 
confused with the %-troy 
ounce/ 14ct, 59.3%, $100FV 
that has beads) 


1952-1977 HRM Queen 
Elizabeth II Silver Jubilee of her 
Coronation with a bust of her at / 
age 37 KM#119 ! 


Note: the original cases for 
these coins are unavailable in 
this sale. These coin images 
are courtesy of RCM. 


Spot Gold Price (Mid) CAD/oz 


These coins will be priced at High: 2576.07 

GOLD MELT VALUE only oe a gal 2558.54 - 15 Aug Spot Gold 2570.71 
great opportunity to buy gold sae 

without a premium! 


The price for purchase will be 


determined by 
www.goldprice.org on day of 
demand. 2559 


|_| New York Globex 
4 


NY Time 0 2 


P| New York COMEX. | NYGlobex | te York Globex | 
6 8 1001 0 24 


6 2 14 16 18 2 22 


Aug 15, 2023 at 12:23 NY Time goldprice.org (mid) 


Call, text msg, or email SWCS President / Treasurer Scott Douglas to purchase. 


sdouglas333@gmail.com or 519-853-3812 
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UPCOMING 2023 EVENTS 


Check https://canadiancoinnews.com/events/ for any cancellations, changes in venue, and pandemic protocols to be adhered to. 


GUELPH PALL COIN Silay 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23”, 2023 
OPEN 9 A.M. TO 3 P.M. 


Hosted by the South Wellington Coin Society 


* *$2 Admission * * 


Lunch Counter Wheelchair Access 


OVER 35 Dealer Tables ! * Club-KIDS Table Too! 
BUY SELL TRADE EVALUATIONS 


* * * 
LOCATION: 
Colonel John McCrae Memorial Royal Canadian Legion—Branch 234 
57 Watson Parkway South, GUELPH, ON N1L 1E3 


WIDE VARIETY: 
Canadian Coins 


Free Parking 


Contact: 

Mike Hollingshead 
E-mail: 
cholling@uoguelph.ca 
Phone: (519) 823-2646 


World Coins 
Canadian Banknotes 
World Banknotes 
Medals and Tokens 
Script and Coupons 
Bullion 


Host Website: 
www _southwellingtoncoinsociety.ca 


FUTURE Coin Shows: 

bs GUELPH same location 
Sat. Apr. 27, 2024 
Sat. Sep, 28, 2024 
Sat. Apr. 26, 2025 
Sat. Sep. 27, 2025 
Sat. Apr. 25, 2026 
Sat. Sep. 26, 2026 


Militaria and Exonumia 
Numismatic Supplies 
Reference Books 

and MORE!!! 


OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 


NO ANIMALS CAN ENTER THE PREMISES, EXCEPT: dogs REGISTERED as support dogs. 


09-10-Sep (2 days): National Postage Stamp & Coin Show, Hil- 
ton Mississauga / Meadowvale, 6750 Mississauga Rd., Missis- 
sauga, ON L5N 2L3. Two-day Bourse (100+ tables) Sat. 10-5 
$6 admission and Sun. 10-4 $ admission, YN table and YN Auc- 
tion 1PM Sun., seminars, door prize draws, and special events. 
Also CAC Auction on Friday and Saturday evenings both at 
5:30PM. Contact Mike Walsh 905-646-7744 or 
mwalsh@trajan.ca, website http:// 
www.stampandcoinshow.com. 


17-Sep: London Numismatic Society’s Annual Coin Show, 
Ramada Inn, 817 Exeter Road, London, ON N6E 1W1. Hours 9- 
3, bourse and non-competitive displays. Admission $2 (kids 
under 16 free when accompanied by an adult). Contact Ron 
Confortin, phone 519-636-0862, or email rconfort- 
in39@gmail.com. 


29-30-Sep (2 days): Fall 2023 Toronto Coin Expo, Toronto Ref- 
erence Library (2"4 floor), 789 Yonge St., Toronto, ON, M4W 
2G8. Hours Fri 10-5 and Sat 10-. Admission $6 (children under 
16 free). Free Adult Workshops on Saturday staring at 1PM. 
Free Youth Workshop and free Youth Auction start at 1OAM. 
Live auctions Thursday and Friday conducted by Alliance Coin & 
Banknote and Geoffrey Bell Auctions. Contact: Jared Stapleton, 
phone 647-403-7334, email torontocoinexpo@gmail.com, web- 
site http://www.torontocoinexpo.ca. 


30-Sep: Kent Coin Club Coin Show, Active Lifestyle Centre, 20 
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Merritt Ave., Chatham, ON, N7M 6G9, Hours 9-4, free admis- 
sion and parking, food concession on site, free hourly draws, 
and free world coins to children. Contact: Paul Robb, phone 
289-228-2817 or email probb1@cogeco.ca. 


01-Oct: Stratford Coin Club 61st Annual Coin Show, Quality 
Inn, 1144 Ontario Street, Stratford, ON, NOK 1JO. Hours 9:30- 
4. Admission $3 (under 16 free). Contact: Larry Walker, phone 
519-271-3352, email Iswalker@cyg.net. 


01-Oct: Oshawa & District Coin Club’s COIN-A-RAM, Lviv Hall & 
Pavilion, Oshawa, 38 lviv St. Oshawa, L1H 3C3 (air- 
conditioned, handicap-accessible). Hours 9-4. Free admission, 
free parking, free dealer and membership draws, plus new 
free hourly public draws. Mini-auction at 2PM. Contact Sharon 
Maclean, phone 905-728-1352 or email papman@bell.net. 


28-29-Oct (2-days): TOREX®- Canada’s National Coin Show & 
Auctions—61st Anniversary, Crowne Plaza Toronto Airport Ho- 
tel, 33 Carlson Court, Toronto M9W 6H5. Hours Sat 10-5 
(4pm draw for Specimen Coin Set) and Sun 10-3 (2PM draw 
for Specimen Coin Set). Admission $5 (under 16 free when 
accompanied by an adult). Contact Brian Smith, phone 
416-705-5348, email brian@torex.net, website http:// 
www.torex.net. 


Note: there are other shows in Canada and USA, we have only 

listed the events, most likely to interest SWCS members from 

a geographic standpoint. Find more at | 
https://canadiancoinnews.com/events/ 


ONGOING ON-LINE EVENTS 


Ontario Numismatic Association’s Speakeasy: Every month on 
the first Monday (until July 4th, 2022) at 7PM (Eastern Stand- 
ard Time-Ontario time). 2022 Schedule: Apr 4th, May 24, Jun 
6th, and Jul 4th). Join Zoom Meeting: https://usO6web.zoom.us/ 
j/95877431724?pwd=dWtDMmFVYIR1ISjNTMzVtalZxTVpDQTO9 
Meeting ID: 958 7743 1724 Passcode: 382388 See phone numbers 
below. ZOOM -Dial by your location: Canada—204 272 7920, 438 
809 7799, 587 328 1099, 647 374 4685, 647 558 0588, and 778 
907 2071. USA— 346 248 7799, 408 638 0968, 646 876 9923, 
669 900 6833, 253 215 8782, 301 715 8592, and 312 626 6799. 


—* a 
Coffee Hous 
SRN tetanic s 
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Link: https://zoom.us/j/91590360858 
Meeting ID: 9159 036 0858 Passcode: 342812 
Dial-in Numbers: +1 647 374 4685 (Canada) 
or +1 301 715 8592 (US) 
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COIN COLLECTIONS I HAVE 
ACQUIRED (OR NOT) 


true but strange tales from Mike Hollingshead’s life in numismatics 


I've been knocking around numismatics since | was 12-years-old. Over the years | had the pleasure to meet some of 
Canada's leading numismatists, but also interacted with many of the broad masses of ordinary people who had some 
coins, banknotes, tokens, CTC coupons and wanted to know what they were worth with an eye to maybe selling them for 
something more useful to everyday life: 


Oh Captain, My Captain: 


In the mid-1990s, | once got a call from a friend who said an older female acquaintance of his had some coins to sell. | 
arranged for her to come to my home. The woman sat at my kitchen table and took out a velvet fold-up jewelry bag. From 
out of the bag came numerous Russian gold coins from the 1890s, Chinese silver coins, British Sovereigns and Half- 
Sovereigns from many mints, along with Straits Settlement, Borneo, and Sarawak! coinage from the late-1890s and turn 
of the century, colonial coins from Asian locations. All of them were in almost uncirculated or mint state condition! 


She wore a diamond ring that practically blinded me, which was almost distracting me from the hoard of coins before me. 
She said that her father had been a merchant ship's captain when they lived in South Africa and he plied the routes 
between eastern Russia, China, Japan and the south sea islands. These were all coins that he had collected during his 
trips. She said the diamond ring was from South Africa and | figured they were bigger and cheaper there than here. Hers 
must have been very high-clarity and white colour to put on the show that it did. 


| had never appraised a collection of world coins that equaled this one! | checked my bank account and made an offer 
that was three times more than the money in my chequing account! | could be this bold because the Brantford Coin Show 
was that weekend and | had a bourse table to fill. She agreed not to cash my cheque until the middle of next week, what a 
sweetheart! That weekend | set out all my prized coins on my table and prepared to see if Lady Luck would be looking out 
for me. 


=< Bob Armstrong (1935-2019) was one of Ontario's, even Canada's biggest and nicest dealers. He 
ved in Owen Sound but was always in southern Ontario buying and selling. He had a real following, was 
an accurate grader (one of the founders of ICCS!) and an honest man. Bob had a table a few down from 
‘me and ambled over to see what I'd brought. He had trouble keeping his jaw closed when he saw the 
_ §Scoins | had. It wasn't more than a few minutes later that Bob was handing over a very nice wad of cash 
r : | rand buying MY ENTIRE TABLE. This about 20 minutes after the show had started and people were 
beginning to come in. 


Needless to say, | sold my table space to the astounded dealer next to me, the recently- 
deceased John Nicholas Kantymir (1966-2021) of “Canadian Pickers”, “Pawnmaster”, 
Photographic Canadiana: A Treasure from My Collection column and Niagara Coin & 
Collectibles (dealer) fame, and headed home knowing my cheque wouldn't bounce. — 


<I still own two 1899 10-Roubles Russia Empire 
Nicholas II .900 gold pieces from that purchase, that 
| Kept away from Armstrong's purchase! [Coin photos 
by David Carpenter.] 


Footnote: 
1. Go to this NGC link to read a 3-part article on Sarawak coinage. 
https://www.ngccoin.com/search-results/?q=Part%202%20Rajah%20James%20Brooke 
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The Tokens of Ballinafad, Ontario 


by Scott E. Douglas, FRCNA, FONA, FCNRS, GKStE-Cda/USA 


The post office was established in 1842 and the village was named after Ballinafad in County Sligo, Ireland. The village 
sits on the boundary of Wellington and Halton Counties. 


Edwin Henry Betts (1863-1921) was born in Orono, Ontario (Pickering jaguar 
Township), on March 7, 1863 to Quaker parents. Betts began his 
working life as a clerk in a grocery store around the age of 18 and 
continued until about 1894. In that year he followed in his father’s 
footsteps and started in the bakery and confectionery trade running 
his own bakery in Georgetown, Ontario, at the corner of Guelph and 
Mill Streets. His son Everett also became a baker and operated in 
Brampton, Ontario. 


In 1903 Edwin took over his brother Frank’s store in Ballinafad. In 
1905 there was a disastrous fire and the store was destroyed. Frank 
had gone to Manitoba but returned to Ballinafad to rebuild and run | 
the store. 


Edwin Henry Bett: saint 
(1863-1921) * From 1906 to 1910 Edwin continued in the bakery business in the — W. Betts Gravestone 


[FamilySearch photo.] Georgetown and Milton areas. In 1911 Betts moved to Ridgetown, (1863-1921), Greenwood 
Ontario, and started a bakery there. This time he seems to have stuck Cemetery, Plot: Ward D, Me- 
it out and stayed in Ridgetown until he died. Edwin Henry Betts died in morial ID 140618618, 
1921 and is buried in the Greenwood Cemetery in Ridgetown along Ridgetown (Chatham-Kent 
with his wife Charlotte, his grandson John, his daughter Edith and his Municipality), Ontario 
son-in-law Earl (Edith’s husband). 


perereh 
slengolai | 


E.H. BETTS / THE BIG / DEPARTMENTAL / STORE / BALLINAFAD 


GOOD FOR / 1/ IN MERCHANDISE E.H. BETTS / GENERAL / MERCHANT / BALLINAFAD 
McColl N/L A-R-18 GOOD FOR / 5¢ / IN MERCHANDISE 
Bowman N/L RARITY 6/7 McColl N/L A-R-25 


Bowman 66-A-E (only the 5¢) RARITY 6/7 


Most of the Betts tokens were destroyed in the early-summer fire of 1905. Some tokens found today display evidence of 
the fire and are a little blackened. A local gentleman brought a 5¢ token (blackened) to me at a meeting of the local 
historical society around 2008 and he indicated that he had found the token many years earlier near the store property. It 
is my opinion that the 1¢ and 5¢ and 50¢ are the only denominations that were struck. In 1905 bread was & cents a loaf 
or 5 cents a half loaf. The 1¢ and 5¢ tokens would easily allow for making change, and although Betts sold other items in 
his store, his bakery was a large part of his commercial activity. The tokens would have been used between 1903 and 
1905 and only for about a year-and-a- half. 


The general store in Ballinafad still stands today, 120 years and two fires later. In 1900 the population of Ballinafad was 


about 100. Today the population is close to 800. | grew up in Georgetown in the 1960s and 1970s and knew the store to 
be owned by the Shortill family. 
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Frank Betts owned Ballinafad General Store 1905 — See 
before the fire destroyed it. [Wellington County Trafalgar Road looking north showing the Presbyterian 


Museum and Archives, Photo Erin Township, 1905.] Church and the General store on the right. [circa 1900 
a = Rar eee image (before 1905 fire), Georgetown Herald, 
aia ' SP hy 4 a af courtesy of Esquesing Historical Society, Georgetown 


(Halton Hills).] 


There's barely room for Morley Shortill and his sister 
Arlene to work behind the Ballinafad General Store 
counter. Among other things; the shelves hold lanterns; 
horseshoe nails and lamp wicks. There's a hitching post 


outside; and some customers do arrive on horseback to . = : 
shop. [July 8, 1971 Photo, Toronto Star Archives, courtesy Ballinafad General Store rebuilt, storekeepers 
of Toronto Public Library.] were: E.H. Betts, Farnells, Kirkwoods, Merriams, 


Robinsons, Eddie Smiths, and Shortills. This fine 
store was destroyed by fire at the end of May, 
1987. Wellington County Museum and Archives, 
Photo by Gordon Couling, June 1, 1974—Note 
attic dormers, chimney, balcony, and upper front 
addition. 


<— Circa 1900s Upper level fire damage, Ballinafad General Store [1987 
Acton Free Press, Image courtesy of the Esquesing Historical Society, 
Georgetown (Halton Hills).] 


TR RE SR 


t 2023 Google Map Satellite Photo: 4901 Trafalgar Rd, Cty Rd 24, Ballinafad ON NOB 1HO — Note 
upper balcony replaced the upper front addition and the original barn behind it has been replaced with 
another building. 
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Ballinafad Presbyterian Church was established in 
Ballinafad in 1878 and became the Ballinafad 
United Church in 1925. This cardboard commun- 
ion token was used from 1878 until 1890 at 
which time the use of communion tokens were 
discontinued. The church was sold in 2022 and is 


= a Mosque today. 
BALLINAFAD / Presbyterian Church / IN CANADA / Communion Token. / 
“This do in remembrance of me.” / 1 COR XI: 24 
Circa 1878-1890 token and as of 2021, there are only six examples of this token are known. 
Rarity 6/7 P-Re-48 x 41 


Where Has The Gold Gone? 


by David Carpenter, SWCS Director / Member [Images not to scale.] 


When our friend and executive member Mikey Hollingshead brought in three gold coins for Show & Tell, one was a 
love token, and the other two were 10-Roubles coins of stunning quality. | was reminded that gold coins have not 
been in general circulation for many years. Canada had $5 and $10 gold coins from 1912 to 1914 weighing under 
a quarter ounce and under a half ounce respectively, as well as gold Sovereigns (also about a quarter ounce) 


struck for export until 1919. 
1908-10 obverse 1911-19 obverse 1908-19 reverse 


Tt King Edward VII t King George V Common Reverse 


Canadian Sovereigns: All are 91.7% Gold, 22.05 mm, 7.99 g, RCM-Ottawa Mint. Major Key dates: 1908C 616pcs, 1913C 
3,715pces, 1916C 6,111pcs, and 1909C 16,273pcs. None minted 1913-1915. [J&M Coin & Jewellery Ltd. Images.] 


1912-1914 Canadian King George V—Crowned, Gold Coins issued in both Five Dollars and Ten Dollars. George ruled 1910 
to his death 1936.There was also a 1928 Pattern Five Dollars and Pattern Ten Dollars King George V-Crowned Gold Coins 
issued (see Bank of Canada Currency Museum website to view the only images). [These images are courtesy of Heritage 
Auctions, www.ha.com.] 


Technically the sovereign was a circulation coin, but Charlton's Standard Catalogue of Canadian Coins indicates 
that gold sovereigns did not circulate significantly here. Beginning in 1908 the sovereign was struck in Canada. 
Not because it was a useful or required denomination in commerce, but rather because the new Ottawa branch of 
the Royal Mint with its ties to England was obligated to mint sovereigns on request. The mintages are very small, 
and usually were produced only by special order to facilitate exports of funds by companies settling foreign 
accounts. The 1908 coin was struck only in specimen quality for inclusion in the specimen sets of 1908. All 
Canadian sovereigns have a small "C" mintmark on them above the date denoting the country of production. In 
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other technical respects, the sovereigns are identical in size and weight to British sovereigns. The rarest date, 1916, 
was thought to have had most of its mintage melted, although this is by no means a substantiated fact. 1908-C sover- 
eigns only exist as specimens. 


The United States struck gold Quarter Eagles ($2.50 face value, about 1/8 ounce) and Half Eagles ($5 face, about 1/4 
ounce) until 1929, as well as Eagles ($10 face, half ounce) and Double Eagles ($20 face, about one ounce) until 1933. 
However, the US Mint introduced 91.67% American Gold Eagles Bullion Coins in 1982 and continues this program 
today. 


i 


Coronet Head Gold $5 Half Eagle Indian Head Gold $5 Half Eagle 


There are 5 Types of Gold Half Eagles / 5 D. / Five D. / Five Dollars coins (with many varieties within the Types) and each has a 
different diameter and different gold fineness: Turban Head, Capped Bust (Draped Bust), Classic Head (most sought after), Coro- 
net Head, and Indian Head. [USA Coin Book image.] 


USA 1909 Indian Head 90% Gold Quarter Eagle / USA 1930 Indian Head, 90% Gold Eagle / Ten 
2% Dollars, 18 mm, 4.18 g (AGW 0.1209 troy Dollars, Type 2 w/ mott In God We Trust, 27 
oz), Mints: San Francisco, Denver, Philadelphia. mm, 16.72 g, Mintage 96,000, San Francisco 
Years 1908-1915 and 1925-1929. [USA Coin Mint. [USA Coin Book image.] 

Book image.] 


USA 1930 S Saint Gaudens, 90% Gold Double 
Eagle / Twenty Dollars w/ mott In God We 
Trust, 34 mm, 33.44 g, Mintage 74,000, San 
Francisco Mint. [USA Coin Book image.] 
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By the end of the Second World War, only Chile, Mexico, Iran and two Indian states were still issuing gold coins for 
circulation. (To be fair, Myanmar, Nepal and Peru issued gold coins after the War, but their mintages suggest these were 
not truly meant for circulation.) We know as well that for the most part, silver also was no longer used in most countries 
by the early-1970s. 


lrraged try Halas Auctone, HA com Inne ty Hata ase, HA coms 


} . ONY 1821-1947 Estados Unidos Mexicanos 50 
a . Pesos / 37.5 Gr. Oro Puro Gold (41.6666 g, AGW 


Republic of Chile, 1963 So, 90% Gold 100 Ps / 1.2056 oz, May 16 2013 Gold Spot $1,387/ oz, 
Diez Condores / Cien Pesos, 31 mm, 20.34 g Melt Value $1,672.17 USD) 37 mm, Mintage 
(AGW 0.5886 oz, 18.306 g), Mintage 210,000, 309,000, KM481. 1947 was the end of the 
Santiago Mint [Lot 31602, May 6, 2022, Bracero Program which allowed Mexicans to enter 


the USA to cover the labour shortage caused by 
the Second World War. It’s the same year the Inter 
-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance, or the 
Rio Treaty was signed. [Lot 62161, May 16, 
2013, Heritage Auctions, www.ha.com.] 


Heritage Auctions, www.ha.com.] 


Urnaged try Huritage Aacbons, HA com 


Iran, Mohamed Reza Shah Gold (weight 4.068 g, ER sey cs 


eee Republic of Peru, 1963 Gold 9/10Fino / Diez 
q Soles Oro, 4.607 g (AGW 0.1333 oz), Mintage 


ees ees ie ee eee Pate: 3,372, Lima Mint, KM236, Apr 21, 2022 Gold 
. Pp Spot $1,952/troy oz—Melt Value $260.20 USD. 


August 1953. [Lot 21439, May 29, 2009, [Lot 63632, Apr 21, 2022, Heritage Auctions, 
Heritage Auctions, www.ha.com.] www.ha.com.] 


_ oo 


Russian Empire, Nicholas II, 90% Gold (Net Gold 
Weight 7.74 g) 10 Roubles / 10 py6aeu,1899 AT, 
Bust left/Crowned Imperial Eagle with date and 
value, Bit-4. [Lot 22626, Heritage Auctions NYINC 
Signature Sales 3021, 6-7 January 2013, 
www.ha.com.] 
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A big part of this is due to inflation of course: a five dollar bill from 20 
years ago is still worth five dollars today, even though it could buy much — <5, 
more back then compared to what it can buy now. A coin made of gold 

or silver on the other hand, has an intrinsic worth that will generally keep ” 
up with inflation over the long term, and its purchasing power doesn’t —i2 
tend to erode as a currency’s value goes down. 


$1 in 1931, adjusted for inflation 


Canadian $1 in 1931 is equivalent in purchasing power to about $19.71 today, 
an increase of $18.71 over 92 years. The dollar had an average inflation rate 
of 3.29% per year between 1931 and today, producing a cumulative price 
increase of 1,870.63%. This means that today's prices are 19.71 times as high 
as average prices since 1931, according to Statistics Canada Consumer Price 
Index. A dollar today only buys 5.074% of what it could buy back then. The 
inflation rate in 1931 was -9.85%. The current inflation rate compared to last 
year is now 6.88%. If this number holds, $1 today will be equivalent in buying 
power to $1.07 next year. [Source: Official CPI calculator.] — 


Buying power of $1 over time, 1931-2023 


Measuring inflation is an interesting problem. | recall a 1931 episode of 
“Our Gang” Comedies—Hal Roach Presents His Rascals in “Helping 
Grandma” - A Robert McGowan Production where an elderly shopkeeper 
is looking to sell her business (See M.nb, Wikimedia Commons, PD pho- 
tos below). Mentioned in the episode are a large jug of molasses for a ; 
dime, phone calls for a nickel, pieces of candy at 3, 4 or 5 for a penny, “tf oo 2 Poe eae ee 
and offers for the business itself of $1,500, $3,500, $4,000 and finally PPLE EES SEF LES HS 
$5,000. 


Candy in a bag is about 7¢ per piece, implying a 20-35 fold increase in the cost of candy in about 90 years, if we ignore 
the exchange rate in this thought experiment for now. A local phone call is currently 50¢ if you can still find a public 
phone booth, implying a 10-fold increase. (| should note however that increases to phone call costs have to be approved 
by the CRTC in Canada, so this might be low compared to market value.) Molasses is now about $5 for a pint-sized 
container versus a dime (sic) in the show for what looks like a doubly-large quart-sized container, implying a 100-fold 
increase. Note that when | say increase I’m calling out the increase of cost in the same currency for the same goods. If 
we think of purchasing power, today’s money has decreased in value by the same proportion. 


As you can see, measuring inflation depends greatly on the specific items considered. 
Today, the consumer price index or CPI includes an assortment of common goods 
whose prices are tracked and compared over time. This too can be tricky because while 
you could in theory track the cost of a loaf of bread back hundreds of years, other 
goods aren’t really comparable over time due to modern refrigeration and other factors. 
Even the bread takes less labour to make in today’s mechanized world. Consider the 
prized gift of an orange for Christmas in Louisa May Alcott’s 1868&1869 Little Women 
(Part 2, Chapter 37, New Impressions) compared to commonplace oranges today. 
Similarly it doesn’t make much sense to compare today’s pocket calculator cost 
against 1945’s ENIAC that cost $487,000 (about $6 billion in today’s money). 


Electronic Numerical Integrator and Computer (ENIAC) was the first programmable, electronic, } 
general-purpose digital computer, completed in 1945. It was Turing-complete and able to solve & 
"a large class of numerical problems" through reprogramming. [US Army Public Domain photo |i¥ 
Ballistic Research Laboratory (BRL) building 328, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Glen Beck 

(background) and Betty Snyder (foreground) program the ENIAC.] — 
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The Bank of Canada updates the goods used to calculate the consumer price index to align with the average Canadian 
shopping experience of food, transportation, clothing, recreation and more. The current CPI basket of goods even 
includes recreational cannabis along with alcohol and tobacco, surely not the average Canadian shopping experience of a 
few years ago. Well, not mine at least. 


The point is that we should be careful when comparing money from a hundred years ago to today. Inflation calculators 
online indicate that in both Canada and the United States, $100 in 1931 is worth about $2,000 in today’s money, or a 20 
-fold increase. And yet there are other ways to estimate the cost of historic money today, such as “what can | buy with a 
day’s wages?” or “how long do | need to work to pay for this item?” and the value of money today can be quite different 
depending on how you look at it. The website Measuring Worth (https://www.measuringworth.com/ 
defining_measures_of_worth.php) gives an excellent explanation of these concepts, and includes a very interesting case 
study of 1931 coincidentally. 


Getting back to gold, let’s consider a 1931 Double Eagle ($20) gold coin, at 0.9675 oz actual gold weight. Historic gold 
prices quote 1931 at $17.06 per ounce, actually a dip down from $20 in 1930 and up again in 1932. The bullion value 
of a Double Eagle is pretty close to its Face Value (FV) of $20 from 1833 through 1933. This is when President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt took the United States off the Gold Standard because the public had been hoarding gold due to fears resulting 
from failing banks during The Great Depression (1929-1939). But gold was then pegged at $35 per ounce in 1934, and 
was kept there until 1971 when President Richard Nixon removed the US Dollar-Gold Convertibility. 


In the 2020s, gold fluctuates between $1,600 and $2,000 USD per ounce. How is it that gold is worth 100 times its 
1931 value and the US dollar is worth just 20 times its 1931 value? Hasn’t there been more gold discovered since then 
that would drive the price down? Visual Capitalist states that the world’s mines produced 3,000 tonnes of gold in 2020 
for instance, demonstrating that yes, the supply of gold is still increasing. But demand drives prices up, and investors 
have seen gold as a safe place to park wealth during uncertain economic times, and this is very likely the cause of the 
increase in gold’s value in my humble opinion. 


So where does that leave a lowly coin collector wanting to 
add some gold to the collection? On one hand, the upward 
trend in value of precious metals shows no sign of stopping, 
though one might have made the same argument about 
Bitcoin in the not-so-distant past. On the other hand, it is 
possible that we are witnessing a bit of a bubble amidst 
concerns of a looming recession as investors pile onto 
precious metals as a “safe” investment. 


Personally, | want to see a dip in gold prices before even 
considering a bullion or gold coin purchase, in an effort to 
buy low, rather than high. That said, perhaps some long- 
held family coin collections will be liquidated due to the 
current high gold prices, and maybe there will be some kb the balance 
numismatic deals to be had if enough volume of gold comes Hii 
to the market. 


Catch Scott’s Seminar 


The September 2023 Fall National Coin & Stamp Show (3-days) is coming up. On — = Fi 
the Saturday, there are seminars and workshops (included in your show admission). PEW ies or > 

At 9AM Saturday morning (ending at 1PM) in the Graydon seminar area (side hall, 
at back), you will be able to attend the St. Eligius, Patron Saint of Numismatists 
Seminar facilitated by Scott E. Douglas. He will share how Eligius became a master 
of the mint and the right hand of King Dagobert. Despite these high-powered 
positions, Eligius had a heart of gold, sharing his wealth with youth, especially the 
poor. Scott will share how the passion and mission of St. Eligius continues today, 
worldwide. Scott recently took over as curator of the Saint Eligius Museum, and will 
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have some of the museum’s pieces on display. 


The goldsmith Eligius lived probably from 589 to 660 A. D. and was Mint Master of the Merovingian Royal Court in Paris. 
Some rare gold coins from his workshop have survived. Later Eligius became a priest and died as the Bishop of Noyon. His 
life was marked by charity, the reason he was canonized and became patron of many artisanal and artistic professions, 
including the numismatists. As a patron of mint master his image appears on little medals to control the weight of coins. 
On modern coins his name can only be found once on a shilling dated 1623 from the Maccagno Mint near the Lake 
Maggiore; however his picture is on numerous medals and pilgrims' plaques as well as on the merit medals. 


SWCS Meeting Report 


by Mike Hollingshead, SWCS 1st VP, Meeting photos by David Carpenter, SWCS Director 


In Canada, the last week of July and the first week of August are typical annual vacation shutdowns for many businesses, 

so families are traveling those weeks on their holidays. Hence, we expected a lower attendance for our August meeting, as 

traditionally happens. The SWCS meeting was held on Wednesday, August 2"4, 2023, with an attendance of 14 folks. We 

were pleased to have a new member, Robert C. Bould of Eden Mills. Welcome to our numismatic family Robert! We are 

looking for folks to speak on a topic for our December 6 (last meeting of this year) and March 6 (first meeting of the new 
ear) meetings. Please speak to Scott Douglas if you have a topic you would like to share at one or these meetings. 


Members’ Attendance Draw: The name picked to win $5 was lucky Gord 
Parker, but unlucky as he was not in attendance. Gotta be there to win! Best of 
luck to all for our September 6t draw for $10. 


King Arthur's Treasure: Despite a lighter attendance for this meeting, the KAT 
held an equivalent of 125 items, which was won by “our hostess with the most- 
ess”, Linda Blair. Congratulations Linda! Don’t forget to bring a handful of your 
‘ spares and unwanted items for the KAT draw, or deposit a $1 for a chance “to 
win it all”. No limit on the number of entries you can play! 


Daytona Draw: Wow, an expanded DAYTONA draw! EVERY envelope has silver 
or gold inside, with retail values of at least $40 in each envelope! Pretty hard 
not to be enthusiastic about your chances on this one. Still available to win: our 
gold coin and the silver collection envelopes! Just $2 a ticket for your chance to 
win. No limit on the entries. Even if your ticket isn’t drawn, you have a chance 
to bid for the envelope held by the winner! Our member Ryan Zmija had his 
ticket drawn for our August draw. Bidding began rapidly all around the room 
starting at $20 and heading up to a final bid by Ernie Blair of $31. Ryan had it 
figured out that with the envelopes valued at $40+ each, there was no way 
he’d sell for less. He also knew that he could be holding the gold envelope. 
Ryan was not disappointed to learn that his envelope included a 1985 Double Dollar Proof Silver set and two PL Year 
Sets for a retail value of nearly $50! Nice prize Ryan, congratulations! Who will be our September winner? 


Educational Presentation Report by David Carpenter: SWCS executive Mikey Hollingshead led off Show & Tell with a great 
story about a collection he appraised and quickly purchased from a woman sporting a magnificent sparkling diamond 
ring. Two of the pieces from that collection were gold 1899 10 Rouble coins. A third gold piece was an engraved love 
token. Read Mikey’s new column in this issue to learn more! 


Kathy Bolton brought three items to share from her and Danny's travels. First was a 
1951 gold-plated nickel Sudbury Big Nickel by the Superstack (Copper Cliff) / 
Laurentian University advertising token (23 g, 38 mm x 2.75 mm) struck by 
Lombardo Mint. The Inco Superstack in Sudbury, Ontario, with a height of 381 
metres (1,250 ft), is the tallest chimney in Canada and the Western Hemisphere, 
and the seconc-tallest freestanding chimney in the world after the Ekibastuz GRES-2 
Power Station in Kazakhstan. It is also the second-tallest freestanding structure of / 
any type in Canada, behind the CN Tower but ahead of First Canadian Place. As of 
2023, it is the 51st-tallest freestanding structure in the world. The Superstack is 
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located on top of the largest nickel smelting operation in the world at Vale's Copper Cliff processing facility in the city of 
Greater Sudbury. Nearby is a monument (famous roadside attraction) erected in 1964 to celebrate Canada’s nickel indus- 
try. Weighing in at 13-tons, the Big Nickel is the largest coin in the world and was originally constructed as a replica of a 
1951 Canadian 5-cent coin. It is located at the entrance road to the Big Nickel & Dynamic Earth Museum, just across from 
a huge kids playground area. 


—=—_— Kathy’s second share was a set of PE] commemorative dollars. From 1980 to 1999 the Greater 
Summerside Chamber of Commerce (Prince Edward Island) issued commemorative nickel trade dol- 
lars (33 mm) struck by the Sherritt Mint. Kathy’s set contains: 1980 Fox, 1981 Dancing Potato, 
1982 Anne of Green Gables, 1983 Ferry, 1984 CP-107 Argus. 


Her third shared was a 1976-1980 set of Heritage Building tokens from Victo- 
ria, BC., each with a common “City of Gardens” obverse. From 1976 to 1985 
the City of Victoria issued Trade Dollars / Tourist Tokens — different metal 
compositions exist for these tokens, but in Kathy’s case, her set is nickel. 
Kathy’s set contains 1976—1980 tokens: Provincial Parliament Building, Scot- 
tish 1890 Craigdarroch Castle (constructed by Robert Dunsmuir for his be- 
loved wife Joan), Empress Hotel facing waterfront (now Fairmont Empress Ho- 
tel), 1908 James Dunsmuir’s Hatley Castle (Served as part of Royal Roads 
Military College for 3 years, 1941-1943), and City Hall (relocated twice since 
then). [Building photos are courtesy of Tourism British Columbia: Historic 


#9] VICTORIA = B 


Not included in Kathy’s set is the next set of tokens 1981-1985 featuring ships built in B.C. or commissioned by B.C.: The 
SS Princess Marguerite I/ II/ Ill, The RMS Empress of Japan, The Clipper Thermopylae, Hudson Bay Company’s The S.S. 
Beaver, and The Northwest America (1780s fur-trading merchant vessel). 


David Carpenter brought in a very worn but identifiable 1673 Charles Il / Britannia copper Farthing (22.5 mm, 5.6 g, 
KM436.1, S-3394), pulled out of a recent bulk coin purchase. He proudly pointed out it was 300 years older than himself, 
and now 350 years old. This coin was demonetized 31 December 1869. The original standard weight for these pieces was 
80 to the pound avoirdupois (1/5 ounce or 87.5 grains each). 


Following is an excerpt from the Department of Special Collections at the University of Notre Dame Libraries: “Charles II 
(1660-1685) first produced copper halfpence and farthings in 1672. Minting began on August 5t’ with the production of 
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farthings on four presses. Interestingly, Charles displayed a bust right (that is, a right 
profile) on all his gold and silver coins but used a bust left on his coppers. He produced 
copper halfpence dated 1672, 1673 and 1675 and copper farthings dated 1672-1675 
and 1679. In order to produce these coins the mint needed blank planchets of the proper 
size and weight. However they did not have the capability of producing the rolled sheets 
of copper from which the blanks would be cut out. Therefore the mint was forced to 
import finished planchets, which they contracted with Abraham Cronstrom of Stockholm, 
Sweden. The initial run of coppers was produced at 40 halfpence to the pound (175 
grains), with farthings proportional. However, Cronstrom had contracted to provide the 
copper metal at 14.5d per pound but he discovered there was a Swedish export tarrif of 
2.5d per pound, raising the price to 17d a pound. The Mint would not revise the contract- 
ed price for the first shipment but they did agree to pay the increase for subsequent 
shipments. To offset this added cost the weight of the coins was reduced slightly during 
this first year of production (1672) so that halfpence were made at 44 to the pound avoir- 
dupois or about 159.1 grains each." 


Scott Douglas showed us his favourite engraved coin which he has held in his collection for over twenty years, an 1841 
Queen Victoria / Britiannia with shield bearing Union Flag penny (22 mm copper Farthing, Royal Mint, London, artist Wil- 
liam Wyon) inscribed with several messages and even what appears to be a self-portrait facing Britannia. Scott described 
his attempts to locate information about the engraver, who has proven elusive other than providing his name. [Editor’s 
Note: The Lancashire 1891 Census report shows: Thomas Luming, Age: 36, Born In: 1855, Profession: Print Works La- 
bourer. Given the fanciful fonts used, could a printer have applied this writing to the coin? ] 


SWCS September 2023 Issue 


| hope to 
see it again 


Before | am 80 
Yrs old 


QUEEN ‘EYE’ 
Victoria 


This is my Penny 


This was once Mine 


Likely a self portrait of 
Thomas Luming 
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Scott also showed us an engraved Province Du Bas Canada (Lower Canada) DEUX SOUS / One Penny Quebec Bank 
Concordia Salus Token “no period” (KM#Tn11) re-purposed as a bread token. Shown here with it, is how the token would 
have looked before alteration. 


Finally Scott shared an 1852 DEUX SOUS / One Penny copper Quebec Bank token (KM#Tn21) fashioned into a railway 
CONDUCTOR’S FARE SIR? pin-badge. Beside it we have shown how the token would have looked before the conversion. 


ee eee — 


Speaking of 1800s tokens, did you know there is an 1837 Perrin Bros. 
Halfpenny advertising / political token? [Reference source: Canadian Mints - 
32nd edition - 2014 - By JA Haxby & RC Willey - UNI-SAFE - Page 397 — This 
copper token was imported from Birmingham (England) as a private issue, 
\ into Toronto by a dry goods merchant: Perrins Bros. The coins were, however, 
seized by customs officials under the law governing the importation of private 
‘tokens and they were ordered to be destroyed. They feature a wheat table on 
a threshing floor. A large quantity was, so to speak, "escaped to earth" and 
thus escaped the fate reserved for it. They were sometimes seen in circulation 
4 until 1837.] The tokens feature the text: NO LABOUR NO BREAD / SPEED THE 
PLOUGH HALFPENNY TOKEN. There are three known varieties of this copper 
26 mm token (Breton 1010): Near H—Short Threshing Floor, Far H—Long 
Threshing Floor, and Near H—Long Threshing Floor. [Images courtesy of Coin 
and Canada. ] 
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Auction: Auction Coordinator, Lowell Wierstra, amazed us all with a blockbuster 

auction with an assortment of interesting items! Thanks for David Carpenter and ‘ 
Ryan Zmija for the running of lots and money, and to Mike Hollingshead for hammer- 
ing down all the lots! Congratulations to the successful bidders, and we look forward NOW ACCEPTING 
to September’s auction. You can find the line-up in this newsletter of similarly good CONSIGNMENTS! 
items worth of bids. If you wish to consign for future auction, please call Lowell : . . 
Wierstra at 519-824-6534. 


THANK YOU! WE LOVE OUR VOLUNTEERS! Thanks go out to ALL our volunteers, 
especially those who help to set up the room and clean up after the meeting. Thank 
you to Lowell Wierstra and Mike Hollingshead for looking after ticket sales. Scott 
Douglas for looking after draws and our education program. Big thanks to Linda and 
Ernie Blair for organizing the coffee and treats, and for setting up their bourse tables 
with items of interest to our collectors. Again, a big thank you to John Q. Smith from 
Anytown, Ontario, for his donation of two boxes of yummy gigantic cookies and for 
showing us his latest finds! Coffee and snacks afforded our members and guests are © 
always free! Big thanks to Lowell Wierstra for a SOLD OUT AUCTION, great lots of 
much interest and lots for all income levels! Also to Auctioneer Mike Hollingshead 
and runners David Carpenter and Ryan Zmija. Thanks to David Carpenter for taking 
memorable photos. Thank you to Garry George for making a roll of the 2023 Canadi- 
an “National Indigenous Peoples Day” BU toonies available to be cracked open and 
purchased at Face Value, and to all of those members who brought Show & Tell 
items. It is all of these efforts that make SWCS the best local club in Ontario! 


SWCS Education Schedule 


It doesn’t need to be fancy, you can just come and speak and hold up items in reference to your topic. Please 
reach out to Scott and sign up for one of the open 2023 dates below: 


° September 6: Scott Douglas will speak on Saint Eligius the Patron Saint of Numismatics. Scott recently ac- 
quired and is now the Curator of the Saint Eligius Numismatic Museum (Val-David, Quebec). 


° October 4: Peter Becker will given an updated presentation on Collecting Centennial Medallions. BNEW 
slides have been added and Peter will have some material for display. 


e November 1: Dan Kennaley will speak on Fly-Fishing and Coin Collecting, which may include some photos 
from his personal fly-fishing trips. 


e 2023-December 6 and 2023-March 6 (no meetings in January and February): Calling for volunteers to talk 
on a topic. With us unable to hold combined In Person / Zoom meetings, our access to the remote speakers 
we had during the pandemic, no longer exists. We need more members and guests to come forward. 


We Miss You Cary Fedora! 


certainly miss Gary, and hope he recovers enough to received visitors L 
and eventually return to our meetings. - 

 f 
For new members who may not have had the opportunity to know Gary! 
yet, here’s some photos. As well, you may have read about him in Hf 
numismatic publications. In 2015 by way of Gary, the Bank of Canada’ Si 
Currency Museum acquired an ultra-rate military note. This $1 banknote + q 
was originally issued in 1813 by the Army Bill Office in Quebec City. Gary +e 

fi 
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noted, “It’s the only one, well used with fold marks showing how it was once held in a pocket or a purse.” The mu- 
seum’s Chief Curator, Paul Berry, is seen in this Henry Nienhuis photo accepting the note from Gary Fedora. Paul 
noted, “What we have here is a significant piece of numismatic history. I’m just amazed.” 


Flash Back! 


On April 26, 2023, Dan Gosling sent this “Flash Back” | m. Tt. 
photo from 2009 ONA Convention. It shows (left to right) 
Robb McPherson, Chris Boyer, Judy Blackman, Peter 
Becker, and Don Antoniak. — 


At the time, all of these were WCS members, and 4/5 
were SWCS members too (and still are). Peter never 
gains or loses weight, and he loves his wardrobe, see 
the same 2009 shirt in the 2023 photo on page 22, LOL! | 


Questionable Coin Certification System? 


Ben Dombrowski operating as Angus Coin Shop (both website and eBay online store) is showing in his inventory 
many pieces all certified by Professional Coin Certification System (PCCS), which presumably is Ben. The listings 
include tagging to Professional Coin Grading Service (PCGS) as well. The certificates are imitations of ICCS 
certificates, which is likely why ICCS recently added additional comments, and a watermark to their certificates to 


increase security. 


Obviously, PCCS is stealing branding from ORS 
both PCGS (see branding right) and ICCS! No 
originality of its own! 


PROFESSIONAL COIN GRADING SERVICE (PCGS) REPRESENTS THE INDUSTRY STANDARD IN THIRD-PARTY CERTIFICATION 
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Here’s the thing, there are several grading and coin certification services out there. Dealing with reputable ones 
helps to reduce your risk. Even the big three, NCG, ICCS, and PCGS have had to deal with fraudsters imitating their 
methods and systems. ANACS' reputation crashed when the market was flooded with fake ANACS slabs: the result 
of criminals, not by any wrongdoing by ANACS itself. The only solution is to identify as many falsely graded pieces 
from non-reputable dealers to weed the bad apples out!" Now looking at auctioneers, it seems folks can consign 
coins in certified holders, as long as the listing identifies the certificate and grading service. The auctioneer has no 
obligation to determine which grading service is more or less reputable over another. An auctioneer is only obligat- 
ed if the coin inside the holder is not what’s identified on the certificate but not necessarily the grade, as that’s the 
opinion of the grader, and most certificates have “protective wording” so folks cannot come back on the grader. 
Since the seals are not to be broken on the holder, and most holders identified the certificate is no longer valid if 
the seal is broken, the auctioneer cannot closely examine the piece. 


For example in an upcoming auction of a CAN 1986, S-—PrR? 
known reputable dealer, there are these — 
two lots, both containing coins by little or 
not-ever heard-of grading services. This 
first lot reads “50-cent 1984 ICCS PF67 
UHC, 2001 ICCS MS65, & 2007 CMG 
MS65. 3 pcs.” > 


CaN 2001P SO¢ MS-65 ao10495 
bo gl CAN 2007 480 MS-26 yoner1y;49D UIo> 
What is CMG? It’s Coin Mart Grading ~~. = = 292U 


(CMG) in B.C. At one time, Roman Tam 
was associated and he was considered 
an expert grader. Dave Hunt now _~ 
appears to operate Coin Mart. Coin 
Mart’s website even states the quality of 
other grading service outside of ICCS, 
PCGS, NGC, and ANACS is lower, and 


there are scammers. Quali, Collectors 


Coin Mart even states its eBay Store Will oueosommms 
not list any certified coin if it’s not from = === 

one of these four first-tier services. Coin 

Mart has been around for over 40 years. 

Coin Mart also list scams and other 

things to watch out for, particularly with 

online stores such as eBay. No where 

on the Coin Mart website does it offer 
certification services! So here’s the thing: this holder says B C Coin Mart and it’s on Facebook (FB) and eBay. 
It appears to have used the Coin Mart logo but just added the letters B C to it." If Coin Mart’s logo is registered as a 
trademark, then it could go back on B C Coin Mart — BUT LOOK — it’s the same PHONE NUMBER! It seems you 
cannot access population reports and photos of coins CMG has certified. 


ee ee < The next auction listing shared 


i a, i PCES here reads “25-cent 2009 Men’s 
P. Hockey-Colour, Women’s Hockey- 
Colour, & Cindy Klassen-Colour 
Lewes PCCS (Professional Coin Certifica- 
tion System) MS65. Holders may 

be slightly scratched. 3 pcs.” 


: 


_ Coin 


CAN 2009 25¢ MS65 CAN 2009 25¢ _ MS65 
OBSERVATIONS 
Women’s Hockev Cindy Klassen 
Mome; 
Co, 
ro] 


IN OUR 
GENUINI 
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Here’s ICCS’s certificate. 


CAN 1947 $1. 
—COMMENTS — 


Maple Leaf We with an extended comments section and an ICCS MU QAGES 


— CERTIFICATION NO.— ers International 


8 Coin Certification 
IN OUR OPINION THIS IS A : 
GENUINE ORIGINAL ITEM. Service 


Tampering with this sealed holder invalidates above opinion. 
Have holder replaced if inner package/veal not intact. 


_ | > Here’s PCCS’s certificate. Note the price for this coin is showing as 
$19.95 (low in stock, only 9 left), and the photos don’t seem to support 
the grade labelled. This same coin sells from reputable dealers for 
$4.50-$5. It would seem that PCCS is adding $15 for having the coin in 

| ; a PCCS holder, a coin Ben likely certified himself, as the owner of 

hh “Professional Coin Certification System”? 

| Now the RCM issued a 2023 CANADA QUEEN 

= — ELIZABETH |] COLLECTOR'S EDITION COIN 
lt SET—NON-CIRCULATING VERSION with a retail 
ee | $a, Value Of $26.95 and a limit of 10 per custom- 
ee il er. Only 50,000 of these BU sets were mint- 
Black Ring ECGS ed. Each coin’s obverse is double-dated 
= se seat ae Professional (“1952-2022”) to commemorate the reign of C) han & 
— CERTIFICATION NO— Coin Certification Queen Elizabeth Il. It is also marked by four ~~ "ee =s / 
___2022-QEII-999 System pearls symbolizing the four effigies that have : 
DE ee | graced Canadian coins during that time. & a 2) 


Angus Coin Shop is listing this as “2023 Canada $1.00 Four Pearls, Loon, PCCS Certified MS67 CAD$189.95 or 4 inter- 
est-free payments of $47.49 with sa» o ” 


Now note, the PCCS “Black Ring” certificate doesn’t say “Grading” nor “Service” on PCCS just “Coin Certification” and 
“System” and it says “IN OUR OPINION THIS IS A GENUINE ORIGINAL ITEM, yet a grade has been put at the top of the 
certificate “Gem-Unc.”. 


Now another Canadian seller on eBay operating as AWG-Hamilton that seems to have had a long-term business on eBay 
and has high feedback ratings is selling the same coin as ICCS MS66 for $56.90. Now if they were only available in 
these sets, they should have the same grade, should they not. But even still how does it jump from MS66 to MS67 by an 
additional $133.05? Given they came out of the $26.95 sets containing 6 coins in total, how do you even get to $56.90? 
| checked the RCM website and the set is sold out. A local reputable dealer still had stock as of August 10, 2023, and 
your Editor acquired two sets at VIP $26.95, whereas regular price is $27.95. Note this dealer has a limit of “20 sets per 
customer”, so this would indicate there is plenty of inventory available. So why would anybody pay the eBay prices when 
you can get 6 coins and pay a low reasonable fee to certify it if you belong to a local club that sends in its 100 lots of 
members’ coins for certification to ICCS? Why on earth would anybody line Ben’s pockets because he put it in a holder 
labelled PCCS? None of Ben Dombrowski, Angus Coin Shop, Professional Coin Certification System (PCCS) are listed as a 
member of the Canadian Association of Numismatic Dealers (CAND). 


Four Suspects Arrested 


On July 14, 2023, the BBC report by Kathryn Armstrong confirmed four suspects arrest in the theft of over €1.6m Celtic 
coin theft. Go to this link for the full story: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-66247076. 
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2023 Coin Hoard Discoveries 


In April 2023, a new hoard discovered in Denmark was reported, go to this link: httos://www.theguardian.com/ 
science/2023/apr/21/hoard-of-1000-year-old-viking-coins-unearthed-in-denmark. 


Also in April 2023, a new hoard discovered in Tuscany, Italy, was reported, go to this link: https://www.livescience.com/ 
archaeology/romans/2000-year-old-hoard-of-roman-coins-may-have-been-hidden-by-a-soldier-during-a-bloody-civil-war-in- 
italy 


In July 2023, a new hoard discovered in Kentucky, USA, was reported, go to this link: https://www.usatoday.com/story/ 
news/nation/2023/07/13/great-kentucky-hoard-gold-found-cornfield/70412118007/. 


Banknote News 


[Source: Central Bank of the Russian Federation (CBRF), Press Release, July 19, 2023] 
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The new CBRF banknote is made in orange tones: the famous Spasskaya Tower of the Moscow Kremlin is depicted on 
the front side (after the 2015 restoration reflecting the Public Domain image shown here), while the memorial to the 
Soviet Soldier, recently opened near Rzhev, is depicted on the reverse side. 


During the Second World War, one of the bloodiest battles in the history of mankind took place near this city (located 
230 km _ northwest of Moscow). The Battles of Rzhev were a series of Red Army offensives against 
the Wehrmacht between January 8, 1942, and March 31, 1943, on the Eastern Front of World War Il. The battles took 
place in the northeast of Smolensk Oblast and the south of Tver Oblast. Due to the high losses suffered by the Soviet 
Army, the campaign became known by veterans and historians as the "Rzhev Meat Grinder". 


The banknote is already being used in the regions and will soon appear in Moscow. Old banknotes are still valid and will 
be withdrawn from circulation as they wear out. 


Great for a T-shirt? 


This book is available online as part of a 5-part book series by Coin Essentials. Mike Hollingshead 
thinks this would make a great T-shirt! 


=—= IT'S OKAY —= 


“IT’S OKAY IF YOU DON’T LIKE COIN COLLECTING IT’S KIND OF A SMART PEOPLE HOBBY ANY- IT'S KIND OF A 
WAY.” 


SWCS September 2023 Issue 21 May St. Eligius “Patron Saint of Numismatists” Guide Your 


SWCS Secretary / Editor Inducted 


As Judy Blackman, FRCNA, FONA, KStE, was unable to be in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, for the RCNA Annual Convention held in July 2023, on 
her behalf Scott E. Douglas and Robert (Bob) F. Fritsch accepted 
her award as Fellow of the RCNA as presented by William (Bill) 
Waychison. 


Then in August 2023, a group of numismatists met to present the 
induction certificate and medal to Judy in person. The group photo 
was taken by a facility staff member. Mike Hollingshead shared, 
“Hey, something out of Twilight zone that David and Scott got 
halos?” LOL! 


Photo by Lloyd Chan, /eft to right: Robert Fritsch, 
William Waychison, and Scott Douglas. 


Included here is the 2-page citation (Speech) ® 
given by William Waychison in Halifax during the? , 
Award Banquet. As well is a image of the #sihe 
certificate and medal (still inside case, hence the #7265 
marks in the photo are on the case not the rey 
medal). 


Left to right: Lowell Wierstra, David Carpenter, Peter Becker, Judy 
Blackman, Mike Hollingshead, and Scott Douglas. 


2023 Citation for Fellow of RCNA — Judy Blackman 


id -_ aS sno BpJuly 22, 2023: Our second Fellow of the RCNA for 2023 has been 
¥ - —— involved in organized numismatics for about two decades. Since joining 


Cartinogn of her home club Waterloo Coin Society (WCS), she has rapidly expanded 


Recognition 


(2) The Royal Canadian Numismatic her circle of clubs and organizations to over 50. In recent years she 
irene rage cee reduced to a more manageable number of 8 Life Memberships 
Judy rn including the Royal Canadian Numismatic Association (RCNA), American 

Fellow of the RCNA Numismatic Association (ANA), Canadian Association of Wooden Money 
Compagnon, I’ARNC Collectors (CAWMC), Canadian Association of Token Collectors (CATC), 


Dated this 22“ day of July 2023 Daté ce 22° jour de juillet, 2023 


Edmonton Numismatic Society (ENS), Manitoba Coin Club (MCC), 
Nashua Coin Club (NCC), and Pennsylvania Association of Numismatists 
(PAN). She also maintains membership in 20 other numismatic and 
philatelic groups, but typical of her extra engagement at all levels, she 
has paid these dues forward for between 8 and 20 years. 


a 
PERLITE. aS ; 


RARE 


» 
Our candidate has also accomplished an unbelievable number of tasks and achieved numismatic milestones that would 
overwhelm most others. A few of these include serving as webmaster, editor, and serving in various roles from executive 
member, club photographer, presenter, and donor to the clubs, especially to programs for Young Numismatists. Currently 


she is Chief Editor for two numismatic groups and sole editor of three other groups; this is down from the 14 publications 
for which she previously was Editor at the same point in time. 


A sampling of the clubs that have received her major support as Editor and / or Webmaster, etc., include her home clubs 
of the Waterloo Coin Society (WCS), and the South Wellington Coin Society (SWCS), but also include the Ontario 
Numismatic Association (ONA), Brantford Numismatic Society (BNS), Canadian Association of Wooden Money Collectors 
(CAWMC), Woodstock Coin Club (WCC), Stratford Coin Club (SCC), Manitoba Coin Club (MCC), and the Nashua Coin Club 
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(NCC in New Hampshire, USA). Two of the current clubs for which she contributes articles and edits their publications 
include the Nashua Coin Club (NCC), and the Australian Numismatic Society (ANS). She volunteered for a 5-year 
commitment as Editor for the later as they had fallen behind with their publications. As part of a catch-up program, she 
edits their extremely impressive, bound annual publications comprising 70+ pages and has produced two volumes for 
each of 2020, 2021 and 2023, one volume for 2022, and has scheduled two volumes for both 2024 and 2025! She 
also converts ANS presentations to Educational PowerPoints for all to share. 


She had designed several medals including the 50* Anniversary medal for the Stratford Coin Club (SCC), two Ontario 
Numismatic Association (ONA) Convention medals, and three personal St. Eligius medals, several woods and flats, pins, 
artwork for journal covers, as well as business cards and ads for three dealers. 


She researches her collection, has interviewed, and has produced over 50 profiles and tributes to numismatists, and has 
contributed articles to her various club newsletters, as well as The Ontario Numismatist, The CN Journal, The Centinel 
(Central States Numismatic Society / CSNS publication), and two commercial numismatic publications: Canadian Coin 
News, and Coin News (a UK publication). 


She has been twice named recipient of the South Wellington Coin Society Editor’s Medal. For her numerous numismatic 
contributions, she has received several recognitions and lifetime achievement awards from various clubs. For her 
numismatic educational work with youth, she was inducted as a Knight of St. Eligius into both the Canadian and USA 
Brotherhoods. 


The Ontario Numismatic Association presented her with both Fellow of the ONA Award (2015) and the ONA Award of 
Merit (2017). She has also earned several convention exhibitor awards, and medals for her ONA convention chairs and 
volunteer roles. 


She has received several RCNA Presidential Awards and is a two-time recipient of the RCNA Editor of the Year Award for 
both her work as Editor of the CAWMC Timber Talk and the SWCS The Wellington Circular. 


In 2010, while | was serving as RCNA Club Services Chair, | asked if she would help me while | was working in the 
Northwest Territories by serving as guest writer for my Club News column for The CN Journal. She accepted this 
assignment without hesitation for the five issues | was away. In addition, when Dan Gosling as Editor, commented in The 
CN Journal that some clubs may need assistance preparing a newsletter, she again answered the call without hesitation 
or direction from others, personally contacted numbers clubs, and offered her services and served as editor to over 14 
clubs. 


Subsequently, the RCNA sought an editor for their new electronic newsletter, she stepped forward and served as the 
founding editor of NumisNotes from October 2010 to March 2013. When that position became vacant again, she 
stepped up to the plate to serve as interim editor of NumisNotes from February 2015 through to May 2016. 


| am very pleased to announce, Judy Blackman, as your newest Fellow of the RCNA Award winner for 2023. 
Judy’s comments: | am very honoured to be inducted as a Fellow of the RCNA. The citation is over-generous in praise, | 


am humbled, and | am happy I’ve been able to serve the numismatic community. | hope more folks will become involved 
in organized numismatics, the friendships you develop are very rewarding.” 


Ever Wanted To Be President? 


Scott Douglas has led SWCS as President for far more years than an local numismatic club president serves on average. 
He would continue his role as Treasurer, but is looking for another SWCS member to take the wheel when his term ends 
June 30, 2024 (or sooner if you are willing to give it a go). Some executive members have already served as President at 
some point in time, even more than once. We are looking for somebody who hasn’t tried their hand in this role yet to 
come forward. Scott will teach you whatever you need to know, and he says it can be fun and filled with laughter. 


Please feel free to speak with Scott at an upcoming meeting! He’d be happy to answer any questions you may have! 
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SWCS AUCTION of SEPTEMBER 6 2023 
LOT DESCRIPTION EST. |RESERVE] YOUR 
VALUE BID 


Fea | ee 


Canada 1964 silver dollar AU 
id Canada 1966 silver dollar AU 
i Canada 1940 silver half dollar F 

7 |Canada 1941 silver half dollar EF 
ha Canada 1944 silver half dollar F 
i Canada 1946 silver half dollar F 


10 |Canada 1947 silver half dollar F 


11 |Canada 1949 silver half dollar AU 


Canada 1951 silver half dollar F 


Canada 1952 silver half dollar AU | See | 
| Canada 1953 silver half dollar EF $17.10 | $11.00 fT 


17 |Canada 3 PL sets 1968 1969 1971 Note: values can range for these sets from $5-$60 
depending if No Island, Small Island, or Extra Water Line, so check them closely 


lt Leta nl a 
ns a ee 


Sewer ce a 
selene i De ieee mn 


Lot of 2 India (British)- 1862 Victoria Copper Half Anna (to determine mint measure coin mm: $10.00 
30.5 Bombay, 31-3 Calcutta, 30.7 Madras), and 1907 Quarter Anna Bronze - Calcutta Mint 
Nasal Lot of 2 Expo/Fair Medals: 1835 Belgium, 1975 Zurcher Internationale Manzenborse 4- $15.00 fT 


Lot of 5 Royal pendants / token: 2 Coronations 1902 & 1911, 1 Visit 1954, 1 Whiskey (Victorian) 
PLUS Austrian-Netherlands 1792 Francis II Silver (.873) Inauguration Jeton (Small Type) 


27 | USA 1928-S Quarter _900 Silver Standing Liberty Type 2 


nl ean Deion en 
i enn ae 
kad Lot of 2: 1959-1860 Half Penny “Hook" PEI Breton 917 /CCT PE5 Token, Nfid 1943C 1-cent coin jane | eee || 


| 3 | PEI 1871-1971 Cent Commemorative 36 mm bronze medal | ROO | ff] | 
aa | Canada National Air Show 1970 / 9th Annual Abbotsford Copper-Bronze Medal | eee | 
38 | RCM (still sealed) 2017 Heart of Our Nation 99.9% Silver $3 coin | aE | ro 


RCM (still sealed) 2017 The Spirit of Canada 99.9% Silver 99.9% Silver $3 coin 


RCM (still sealed) 2017 Proudly Canadian 99.9% Silver 99.9% Silver $5 colourized coin 


Leal 
Se 
Gala 
Gan 
Ga 
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